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1. Introduction

1.1 This scoping opinion is issued by the Scottish Government Energy Consents Unit 
on behalf of the Scottish Ministers to REG Knockodhar Limited a company incorporated 
under the Companies Acts with company number SC566750 and having its registered 
office at c/o Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP, 2 Semple Street, Edinburgh, Scotland, 
EH3 8BL (“the Company”) in response to a request dated 19 October 2020 for a 
scoping opinion under the Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2017 in relation to the proposed Knockodhar Wind Farm (“the 
proposed development”). The request was accompanied by a scoping report. 

1.2 The proposed development would be located approximately 3.5 kilometres south 
west of the village of Barr, South Ayrshire. Currently the Site largely consists of 
commercial plantation forestry and associated rides. The Site is within a sparsely 
populated area characterised by extensive forestry. 

1.3 Up to 32 wind turbines, each up to a maximum tip height of 200m with 
associated transformers and switchgear at each turbine.  The turbines are expected to 
have a maximum generating capacity of 5.6MW each, so a total turbine generating 
capacity of up to 179.2MW for the proposed development is envisaged. The Energy 
Storage System (ESS) will have an energy storage capacity of up to 20MW. 

1.4 In addition to the wind farm there will be ancillary infrastructure including: 

• Turbine foundations;
• Areas of hardstanding at each turbine for the erection of cranes;
• A network of on-site tracks including watercourse crossings;
• A 20MW ESS;
• Borrow pits;
• Felling of trees;
• A 33/132kV Substation;
• Wind farm control building;
• Permanent met mast;
• Network of buried cables;
• Temporary construction compounds, storage areas and car park.

1.5 The Company indicates the proposed development would be decommissioned 
after 35 years and the site restored in accordance with the decommissioning and 
restoration plan.   

1.6 The proposed development is solely within the planning authority of South 
Ayrshire Council.



2. Consultation 
 
2.1 Following the scoping opinion request a list of consultees was agreed between 
Savills (acting as the Company’s agent) and the Energy Consents Unit.  A consultation 
on the scoping report was undertaken by the Scottish Ministers and this commenced on 
30 October 2020.  The consultation closed on 20 November 2020. Extensions to this 
deadline were granted to South Ayrshire Council, SEPA, NatureScot and Dailly 
Community Council.  The Scottish Ministers also requested responses from their 
internal advisors Transport Scotland and Scottish Forestry. Standing advice from Marine 
Scotland Science (MSS) has also been provided with requirements to complete a 
checklist prior to the submission of your application.  A full list of consultees is set out at 
Annex A. 

2.2 The purpose of the consultation was to obtain scoping advice from each 
consultee on environmental matters within their remit. Responses from consultees and 
advisors, including the standing advice from MSS, should be read in full for detailed 
requirements and for comprehensive guidance, advice and, where appropriate, 
templates for preparation of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) report. 

2.3 Unless stated to the contrary in this scoping opinion, Scottish Ministers expect 
the EIA report to include all matters raised in responses from the consultees and 
advisors. 

No responses were received from: British Horse Society, Civil Aviation Authority – 
Airspace, Crown Estate Scotland, Dumfries & Galloway Council, East Ayrshire Council, 
Fisheries Management Scotland, River Ayr District Salmon Fishery Board, John Muir 
Trust, Scottish Wildlife Trust, Scottish Wild Land Group (SWLG), Visit Scotland, 
Glasgow Airport, West of Scotland Archaeology Service, Galloway and Southern 
Ayrshire Biosphere, Barr Community Council, Pinwherry and Pinmore Community 
Council, and Barrhill Community Council. 
 
2.4 With regard to those consultees who did not respond, it is assumed that they 
have no comment to make on the scoping report, however each would be consulted 
again in the event that an application for section 36 consent is submitted subsequent to 
this EIA scoping opinion. 

2.5 The Scottish Ministers are satisfied that the requirements for consultation set out 
in  Regulation 12(4) of the Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2017 have been met. 

  



3. The Scoping Opinion

3.1 This scoping opinion has been adopted following consultation with South 
Ayrshire Council, within whose area the proposed development would be situated, 
NatureScot (previously “SNH”), Scottish Environment Protection Agency and Historic 
Environment Scotland, all as statutory consultation bodies, and with other bodies which 
Scottish Ministers consider likely to have an interest in the proposed development by 
reason of their specific environmental responsibilities or local and regional 
competencies.  

3.2 Scottish Ministers adopt this scoping opinion having taken into account the 
information provided by the applicant in its request dated 19 October 2020 in respect of 
the specific characteristics of the proposed development and responses received to the 
consultation undertaken. In providing this scoping opinion, the Scottish Ministers have 
had regard to current knowledge and methods of assessment; have taken into account 
the specific characteristics of the proposed development, the specific characteristics of 
that type of development and the environmental features likely to be affected. 

3.3 A copy of this scoping opinion has been sent to South Ayrshire Council for 
publication on their website.  It has also been published on the Scottish Government 
energy consents website at www.energyconsents.scot. 

3.4 Scottish Ministers expect the EIA report which will accompany the application for 
the proposed development to consider in full all consultation responses attached in 
Annex A and Annex B.   

3.5 Scottish Ministers are satisfied with the scope of the EIA set out at Section 7 of 
the scoping report. 

3.6 In addition to the consultation responses, Ministers wish to provide comments 
with regards to the scope of the EIA report. The Company should note and address 
each matter. 

3.7   If the development includes or may include battery storage and/or solar panels 
further information may be required in the EIAR if not available at the scoping stage.  

The proposed development set out in the Scoping Report refers to wind turbines, and 
grid technologies including battery storage and/or solar panels. Any application 
submitted under the Electricity Act 1989 requires to clearly set out the generation 
station(s) that consent is being sought for.  For each generating station details of the 
proposal require to include but not limited to:  

• the scale of the development (dimensions of the wind turbines, solar panels,
battery storage)

• components required for each generating station
• minimum and maximum export capacity of megawatts and megawatt hours of

electricity for battery storage

http://www.energyconsents.scot/


3.8 Scottish Water provided information on whether there are any drinking water 
protected areas or Scottish Water assets on which the development could have any 
significant effect.   Scottish Ministers request that the company contacts Scottish Water 
(via EIA@scottishwater.co.uk) and makes further enquires to confirm whether there any 
Scottish Water assets which may be affected by the development, and includes details 
in the EIA report of any relevant mitigation measures to be provided. 

3.9 Scottish Ministers request that the Company investigates the presence of any 
private water supplies which may be impacted by the development. The EIA report 
should include details of any supplies identified by this investigation, and if any supplies 
are identified, the Company should provide an assessment of the potential impacts, 
risks, and any mitigation which would be provided.  
 
3.10 MSS provide generic scoping guidelines for both onshore wind farm and 
overhead line development https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Salmon-Trout-
Coarse/Freshwater/Research/onshoreren) which outline how fish populations can be 
impacted during the construction, operation and decommissioning of a wind farm 
development and informs developers as to what should be considered, in relation to 
freshwater and diadromous fish and fisheries, during the EIA process.  

In addition to identifying the main watercourses and waterbodies within and 
downstream of the proposed development area, developers should identify and 
consider, at this early stage, any areas of Special Areas of Conservation where fish are 
a qualifying feature and proposed felling operations particularly in acid sensitive areas. 

MSS also provide standing advice for onshore wind farms (which has been appended at 
Annex B) which outlines what information, relating to freshwater and diadromous fish 
and fisheries, is expected in the EIA report. Use of the checklist, provided in Annex 1 of 
the standing advice, should ensure that the EIA report contains the required 
information; the absence of such information may necessitate requesting additional 
information which may delay the process. 
 
3.11 Scottish Ministers consider that where there is a demonstrable requirement for 
peat landslide hazard and risk assessment (PLHRA), the assessment should be 
undertaken as part of the EIA process to provide Ministers with a clear understanding of 
whether the risks are acceptable and capable of being controlled by mitigation 
measures. The Peat Landslide Hazard and Risk Assessments: Best Practice Guide for 
Proposed Electricity Generation Developments (Second Edition), published at 
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2017/04/8868, should be followed in the preparation of 
the EIA report, which should contain such an assessment and details of mitigation 
measures.  
 
3.12 The scoping report identified viewpoints at Table 8.3 to be assessed within the 
landscape and visual impact assessment.   

3.13 The noise assessment should be carried out in line with relevant legislation and 
standards as detailed in section 13 of the scoping report. The noise assessment report 
should be formatted as per Table 6.1 of the IOA “A Good Practice Guide to the 
Application of ETSU-R-97 for the Assessment and Rating of Wind Turbine Noise. 
 
 

mailto:EIA@scottishwater.co.uk
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Salmon-Trout-Coarse/Freshwater/Research/onshoreren
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Salmon-Trout-Coarse/Freshwater/Research/onshoreren
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2017/04/8868


3.14 As the  maximum blade tip height of turbines exceeds 150m the LVIA as detailed 
in section 8 of the scoping report must include a robust Night Time Assessment with 
agreed viewpoints to consider the effects of aviation lighting and how the chosen 
lighting mitigates the effects.  Please note Natures cot’s response at A1 and South 
Ayrshire Council’s response at A1 regarding additional viewpoint locations.     
 
3.15 Ministers are aware that further engagement is required between parties 
regarding the refinement of the design of the proposed development regarding, among 
other things, surveys, management plans, peat, radio links, and finalisation of 
viewpoints, cultural heritage, cumulative assessments and request that they are kept 
informed of relevant discussions. 

4. Mitigation Measures 
 
4.1 The Scottish Ministers are required to make a reasoned conclusion on the 
significant effects of the proposed development on the environment as identified in the 
environmental impact assessment. The mitigation measures suggested for any 
significant environmental impacts identified should be presented as a conclusion to 
each chapter. Applicants are also asked to provide a consolidated schedule of all 
mitigation measures proposed in the environmental assessment, provided in tabular 
form, where that mitigation is relied upon in relation to reported conclusions of likelihood 
or significance of impacts. 

5. Conclusion  
 
5.1 This scoping opinion is based on information contained in the applicant’s written 
request for a scoping opinion and information available at the date of this scoping 
opinion.  The adoption of this scoping opinion by the Scottish Ministers does not 
preclude the Scottish Ministers from requiring of the applicant information in connection 
with an EIA report submitted in connection with any application for section 36 consent 
for the proposed development.  

5.2 This scoping opinion will not prevent the Scottish Ministers from seeking 
additional information at application stage, for example to include cumulative impacts of 
additional developments which enter the planning process after the date of this opinion. 

5.3 Without prejudice to that generality, it is recommended that advice regarding the 
requirement for an additional scoping opinion be sought from Scottish Ministers in the 
event that no application has been submitted within 12 months of the date of this 
opinion. 

5.4 It is acknowledged that the environmental impact assessment process is iterative 
and should inform the final layout and design of proposed developments.  Scottish 
Ministers note that further engagement between relevant parties in relation to the 
refinement of the design of this proposed development will be required, and would 
request that they are kept informed of on-going discussions in relation to this. 

5.5 Applicants are encouraged to engage with officials at the Scottish Government’s 
Energy Consents Unit at the pre-application stage and before proposals reach design 
freeze.  



5.6 Applicants are reminded that there will be limited opportunity to materially vary 
the form and content of the proposed development once an application is submitted. 

5.7 When finalising the EIA report, applicants are asked to provide a summary in 
tabular form of where within the EIA report each of the specific matters raised in this 
scoping opinion has been addressed. 

5.8 It should be noted that to facilitate uploading to the Energy Consents portal, the 
EIA report and its associated documentation should be divided into appropriately named 
separate files of sizes no more than 10 megabytes (MB). In addition, a separate disc 
containing the EIA report and its associated documentation in electronic format will be 
required.  

Magnus Hughson 
Energy Consents Unit 
   
10 February 2020 
  



ANNEX A 

Consultation 

List of consultees 

South Ayrshire Council – A1 
Ayrshire Rivers Trust – A2 
BT – A3 
Coal Authority – A4 
Colmonell and Lendalfoot Community Council –  A5 
Dailly Community Council – A6 
Defence Infrastructure Organisation – A7 
Glasgow Prestwick Airport – A8 
Historic Environment Scotland – A9 
Joint Radio Company – A10 
Mountaineering Scotland – A11 
NATS Safeguarding – A12 
NatureScot – A13 
RSPB Scotland – A14 
Scottish Rights of Way and Access Society (ScotWays) – A15 
Scottish Water – A16 
SEPA – A17 

British Horse Society * 
Civil Aviation Authority * 
Crown Estate Scotland * 
Dumfries & Galloway Council  * 
East Ayrshire Council  * 
Fisheries Management Scotland * 
River Ayr District Salmon Fishery Board * 
John Muir Trust * 
Scottish Wildlife Trust * 
Scottish Wild Land Group (SWLG) * 
Visit Scotland * 
Glasgow Airport * 
West of Scotland Archaeology Service * 
Galloway and Southern Ayrshire Biosphere * 
Barr Community Council * 
Pinwherry and Pinmore Community Council * 
Barrhill Community Council * 

*No response was received. 

Internal advice from areas of the Scottish Government was provided by officials from 
Transport Scotland and Scottish Forestry. 



ANNEX B 

Marine Scotland Science advice on freshwater and diadromous fish and 
fisheries in relation to onshore wind farm developments. 

July 2020 

Marine Scotland Science (MSS) provides internal, non-statutory, advice in relation to 
freshwater and diadromous fish and fisheries to the Scottish Government’s Energy 
Consents Unit (ECU) for onshore wind farm developments in Scotland. 

Atlantic salmon (Salmo salar), sea trout and brown trout (Salmo trutta) are of high 
economic value and conservation interest in Scotland and for which MSS has in- 
house expertise. Onshore wind farms are often located in upland areas where 
salmon and trout spawning and rearing grounds may also be found. MSS aims, 
through our provision of advice to ECU, to ensure that the construction and operation 
of these onshore developments do not have a detrimental impact on the freshwater 
life stages of these fish populations. 

The Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (EIA) (Scotland) 
Regulations (2017) state that the EIA must assess the direct and indirect significant 
effects of the proposed development on water and biodiversity, and in particular 
species (such as Atlantic salmon) and habitats protected under the EU Habitats 
Directive. Salmon and trout are listed as priority species of high conservation interest 
in the Scottish Biodiversity Index and support valuable recreational fisheries. 

A good working relationship has been developed over the years between ECU and 
MSS, which ensures that these fish species are considered by ECU during all stages 
of the application process of onshore wind farm developments and are similarly 
considered during the construction and operation of future onshore wind farms. It is 
important that matters relating to freshwater and diadromous fish and fisheries, 
particularly salmon and trout, continue to be considered during the construction and 
operation of future onshore wind farms. 

In the current document, MSS sets out a revised, more efficient approach to the 
provision of our advice, which utilises our generic scoping and monitoring 
programme guidelines (https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Salmon-Trout- 
Coarse/Freshwater/Research/onshoreren). This standing advice provides regulators 
(e.g. ECU, local planning authorities), developers and consultants with the 
information required at all stages of the application process for onshore wind farm 
developments, such that matters relating to freshwater and diadromous fish and 
fisheries are addressed in the same rigorous manner as is currently being carried out 
and continue to be fully in line with EIA regulations. At the request of ECU, MSS will 
still be able to provide further and/or bespoke advice relevant to freshwater and 
diadromous fish and fisheries e.g. site specific advice, at any stage of the application 
process for a proposed development, particularly where a development may be 
considered sensitive or contentious in nature. 

MSS will continue undertaking research, identifying additional research 
requirements, and keep up to date with the latest published knowledge relating to the 

https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Salmon-Trout-Coarse/Freshwater/Research/onshoreren
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Salmon-Trout-Coarse/Freshwater/Research/onshoreren


impacts of onshore wind farms on freshwater and diadromous fish populations. This 
will be used to ensure that our guidelines and standing advice are based on the best 
available evidence and also to continue the publication of the relevant findings and 
knowledge to all stakeholders including regulators, developers and consultants. 

MSS provision of advice to ECU 
 

 
 
MSS Standing Advice for each stage of the EIA process 

Scoping 

MSS issued generic scoping guidelines 
(https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Salmon-Trout- 
Coarse/Freshwater/Research/onshoreren) which outline how fish populations can be 
impacted during the construction, operation and decommissioning of a wind farm 
development and informs developers as to what should be considered, in relation to 
freshwater and diadromous fish and fisheries, during the EIA process. 

In addition to identifying the main watercourses and waterbodies within and 
downstream of the proposed development area, developers should identify and 
consider, at this early stage, any areas of Special Areas of Conservation where fish 
are a qualifying feature and proposed felling operations particularly in acid sensitive 
areas. 

If a developer identifies new issues or has a technical query in respect of MSS 
generic scoping guidelines then ECU should be informed who will then co-ordinate a 
response from MSS. 

  

• MSS should not be asked for advice on pre application and application 
consultations (including screening, scoping, gate checks and EIA 
applications). Instead, the MSS scoping guidelines and standing advice 
(outlined below) should be provided to the developer as they set out what 
information should be included in the EIA report; 

• if new issues arise which are not dealt with in our guidance or in our previous 
responses relating to respective developments, MSS can be asked to provide 
advice in relation to proposed mitigation measures and monitoring 
programmes which should be outlined in the EIA Report (further details 
below); 

• if new issues arise which are not dealt with in our guidance or in our previous 
responses, MSS can be asked to provide advice on suitable wording, within a 
planning condition, to secure proposed monitoring programmes, should the 
development be granted consent; 

• MSS cannot provide advice to developers or consultants, our advice is to 
ECU and/or other regulatory bodies. 

• if ECU has identified specific issues during any part of the application process 
that the standing advice does not address, MSS should be contacted. 

https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Salmon-Trout-Coarse/Freshwater/Research/onshoreren
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Salmon-Trout-Coarse/Freshwater/Research/onshoreren


Gate check 

The detail within the generic scoping guidelines already provides sufficient 
information relating to water quality and salmon and trout populations for developers 
at this stage of the application. 

Developers will be required to provide a gate check checklist (annex 1) in advance of 
their application submission which should signpost ECU to where all matters relevant 
to freshwater and diadromous fish and fisheries have been presented in the EIA 
report. Where matters have not been addressed or a different approach, to that 
specified in the advice, has been adopted the developer will be required to set out 
why. 

 
EIA Report 

MSS will focus on those developments which may be more sensitive and/or where 
there are known existing pressures on fish populations 
(https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Salmon-Trout- 
Coarse/fishreform/licence/status/Pressures). The generic scoping guidelines should 
ensure that the developer has addressed all matters relevant to freshwater and 
diadromous fish and fisheries and presented them in the appropriate chapters of the 
EIA report. Use of the gate check checklist should ensure that the EIA report 
contains the required information; the absence of such information may necessitate 
requesting additional information which may delay the process: 

Developers should specifically discuss and assess potential impacts and appropriate 
mitigation measures associated with the following: 

• any designated area, for which fish is a qualifying feature, within and/or 
downstream of the proposed development area; 

• the presence of a large density of watercourses; 
• the presence of large areas of deep peat deposits; 
• known acidification problems and/or other existing pressures on fish 

populations in the area; and 
• proposed felling operations. 

Post-Consent Monitoring 

MSS recommends that a water quality and fish population monitoring programme is 
carried out to ensure that the proposed mitigation measures are effective. A robust, 
strategically designed and site specific monitoring programme conducted before, 
during and after construction can help to identify any changes, should they occur, 
and assist in implementing rapid remediation before long term ecological impacts 
occur. 

MSS has published guidance on survey/monitoring programmes associated with 
onshore wind farm developments (https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Salmon- 
Trout-Coarse/Freshwater/Research/onshoreren) which developers should follow 
when drawing up survey and/or monitoring programmes. 

https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Salmon-Trout-Coarse/fishreform/licence/status/Pressures
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Salmon-Trout-Coarse/fishreform/licence/status/Pressures
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Salmon-Trout-Coarse/Freshwater/Research/onshoreren
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Salmon-Trout-Coarse/Freshwater/Research/onshoreren


If a developer considers that such a monitoring programme is not required then a 
clear justification should be provided. 

 
Planning Conditions 

MSS advises that planning conditions are drawn up to ensure appropriate provision 
for mitigation measures and monitoring programmes, should the development be 
given consent. We recommend, where required, that a Water Quality Monitoring 
Programme, Fisheries Monitoring Programme and the appointment of an Ecological 
Clerk of Works, specifically in overseeing the above monitoring programmes, is 
outlined within these conditions and that MSS is consulted on these programmes. 

Wording suggested by MSS in relation to water quality, fish populations and fisheries 
for incorporation into planning consents: 

1. No development shall commence unless a Water Quality and Fish 
Monitoring Plan (WQFMP) has been submitted to and approved in writing by 
the Planning Authority in consultation with Marine Scotland Science and any 
such other advisors or organisations. 

 
2. The WQFMP must take account of the Scottish Government’s Marine 

Scotland Science’s guidelines and standing advice and shall include: 
 

a. water quality sampling should be carried out at least 12 months prior 
to construction commencing, during construction and for at least 12 
months after construction is complete. The water quality monitoring 
plan should include key hydrochemical parameters, turbidity, and 
flow data, the identification of sampling locations (including control 
sites), frequency of sampling, sampling methodology, data analysis 
and reporting etc.; 

b. the fish monitoring plan should include fully quantitative 
electrofishing surveys at sites potentially impacted and at control 
sites for at least 12 months before construction commences, during 
construction and for at least 12 months after construction is 
completed to detect any changes in fish populations; and 

c. appropriate site specific mitigation measures detailed in the 
Environmental Impact Assessment and in agreement with the 
Planning Authority and Marine Scotland Science. 

 
3. Thereafter, the WQFMP shall be implemented within the timescales set out 

to the satisfaction of the Planning Authority in consultation with Marine 
Scotland Science and the results of such monitoring shall be submitted to 
the Planning Authority on a 6 monthly basis or on request. 

 
Reason: To ensure no deterioration of water quality and to protect fish populations 
within and downstream of the development area. 



 
 

Sources of further information 

NatureScot (previously “SNH”) guidance on wind farm developments - 
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/planning-and-
development/advice- planners-and-developers/renewable-energy-
development/onshore-wind- energy/advice-wind-farm 

Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) guidance on wind farm 
developments – 
https://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/energy/renewable/#wind 

A joint publication by Scottish Renewables, NatureScot, SEPA, Forestry 
Commission Scotland, Historic Environment Scotland, MSS and Association 
of Environmental and Ecological Clerks of Works (2019) Good Practice during 
Wind Farm Construction - https://www.nature.scot/guidance-good-practice-
during-wind-farm- construction. 

 
 
  

https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/planning-and-development/advice-planners-and-developers/renewable-energy-development/onshore-wind-energy/advice-wind-farm
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/planning-and-development/advice-planners-and-developers/renewable-energy-development/onshore-wind-energy/advice-wind-farm
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/planning-and-development/advice-planners-and-developers/renewable-energy-development/onshore-wind-energy/advice-wind-farm
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/planning-and-development/advice-planners-and-developers/renewable-energy-development/onshore-wind-energy/advice-wind-farm
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/planning-and-development/advice-planners-and-developers/renewable-energy-development/onshore-wind-energy/advice-wind-farm
https://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/energy/renewable/#wind
https://www.nature.scot/guidance-good-practice-during-wind-farm-construction
https://www.nature.scot/guidance-good-practice-during-wind-farm-construction
https://www.nature.scot/guidance-good-practice-during-wind-farm-construction


 
 

Marine Scotland Science advice on freshwater and diadromous fish and fisheries in relation to onshore wind farm developments. 
July 2020 

Annex 1 
 
MSS – EIA Checklist 
 
The generic scoping guidelines should ensure that all matters relevant to freshwater and diadromous fish and fisheries have been addressed and presented in the 
appropriate chapters of the EIA report. Use of the checklist below should ensure that the EIA report contains the following information; the absence of such information 
may necessitate requesting additional information which could delay the process: 
 

MSS Standard EIA Report 
Requirements 

Provided in 
application 
YES/NO 

If YES – please signpost to 
relevant chapter of EIA Report 

If not provided or provided different to MSS advice, please set out 
reasons. 

1. A map outlining the proposed 
development area and the proposed 
location of: 

o the turbines, 
o associated crane hard 

standing areas, 
o borrow pits, 
o permanent meteorological 

masts, 
o access tracks including 

watercourse crossings, 
o all buildings including 

substation, battery 
storage; 

   



 
 

 
o permanent and temporary 

construction compounds; 
o all watercourses; and 
o contour lines; 

   

2. A description and results of the site 
characterisation surveys for fish (including 
fully quantitative electrofishing surveys) and 
water quality including the location of the 
electrofishing and fish habitat survey sites 
and water quality sampling sites on the map 
outlining the proposed turbines and 
associated infrastructure; 

   

3. An outline of the potential impacts on fish 
populations and water quality within and 
downstream of the proposed development 
area; 

   

4. Any potential cumulative impacts on the 
water quality and fish populations associated 
with adjacent (operational and consented) 
developments including wind farms, hydro 
schemes, aquaculture and mining; 

   

5. Any proposed site specific mitigation 
measures as outlined in MSS generic 
scoping guidelines and the joint publication 
“Good Practice 

   



 
 

 
during Wind Farm Construction” 
(https://www.nature.scot/guidance- good-
practice-during-wind-farm- construction); 

   

6. Full details of proposed monitoring 
programmes using guidelines issued by MSS 
and accompanied by a map outlining the 
proposed sampling and control sites in 
addition to the location of all turbines and 
associated 
infrastructure 

   

7. A decommissioning and restoration plan 
outlining proposed mitigation/monitoring for 
water quality and fish populations. 

   

 
Developers should specifically discuss and 
assess potential impacts and appropriate 
mitigation measures associated with the 
following: 

Provided in 
application 
YES/NO 

If YES – please signpost to 
relevant chapter of EIA Report 

If not provided or provided different to MSS advice, please set out 
reasons. 

1. Any designated area, for which fish is a 
qualifying feature, within and/or downstream 
of the proposed development area; 

   

2. The presence of a large density of 
watercourses; 

   

3. The presence of large areas of deep peat 
deposits; 

   

4. Known acidification problems and/or other 
existing pressures on fish populations in the 
area; and 

   

5. Proposed felling operations.    

https://www.nature.scot/guidance-good-practice-during-wind-farm-construction
https://www.nature.scot/guidance-good-practice-during-wind-farm-construction
https://www.nature.scot/guidance-good-practice-during-wind-farm-construction
https://www.nature.scot/guidance-good-practice-during-wind-farm-construction
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